
SAFETY ON THE OPEN ROAD

STREET 
SURVIVAL 101
33 tips that 

will help you 

ride smarter



2

1 
Every time you ride, give your 
motorcycle a quick visual inspection 

for things like loose parts, leaking 

Å\PKZ�VY�VI]PV\ZS`�SV^�[PYL�WYLZZ\YLZ��
Regularly, give it a more complete 

JOLJR��\ZPUN�HSS�[OL�ULJLZZHY`�[VVSZ�

2 
Clear your mind before you even 
start your bike. We all get preoccupied 

I`�^VYR��PZZ\LZ�H[�OVTL��L]LU�[OL�
V\[JVTL�VM�H�IHZRL[IHSS�NHTL��)\[�^OLU�
`V\»YL�VU�[OL�IPRL��`V\�OH]L�[V�MVJ\Z�
VU�YPKPUN��,HJO�[PTL�`V\�Z^P[JO�VU�[OL�
PNUP[PVU�RL �̀�Z^P[JO�VU�`V\Y�IYHPU��[VV�

3 
From the moment you get on the road, 

train yourself to use the Motorcycle 

Safety Foundation’s SIPDE method for 

Z[H`PUN�V\[�VM�[YV\ISL!�Scan the road in 

MYVU[�VM�`V\��Identify�WV[LU[PHS�OHaHYKZ��
Predict�^OH[�^PSS�OHWWLU��Decide how to 

H]VPK�WYVISLTZ��Execute�`V\Y�WSHU��+V�P[�
all the time, and you’ll drastically reduce the 

U\TILY�VM�KHUNLYV\Z�ZP[\H[PVUZ�`V\�MHJL�

Want to stay alive on 
the road? Who doesn’t?
Based on decades of riding 
experience form longtime road 
riders and motorcycle safety 
instructors on the AMA staff, 
this list of 33 tips will help you 
ride smarter this season.

Some of what you find here 
is right out of a rider-training 
manual. Some of it is based 
on real-world experience from 
lifelong bikers. Either way, 
we think you’ll find plenty of 
practical tips you can use when 
the new riding season begins.
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4 
(UV[OLY�L_JLW[PVUHSS`�]HS\HISL�[LJOUPX\L�
PZ�HSZV�VUL�VM�[OL�ZPTWSLZ[!�Look where 

you want to go��ILJH\ZL�[OL�IPRL�^PSS�NV�
^OLYL�`V\�SVVR��+VU»[�Z[HYL�H[�[OH[�\WJVTPUN�
pothole—instead, look at the clear pavement 

UL_[�[V�P[��+VU»[�Ä_H[L�VU�[OL�JHY�[\YUPUN�SLM[�
in front of you—instead, focus on the opening 

ILPUN�JYLH[LK�HZ�P[�TV]LZ�WHZ[��ZPUJL�[OH[»Z�
`V\Y�LZJHWL�YV\[L��([�[PTLZ��P[�TH`�[HRL�H�YLHS�
TLU[HS�LɈVY[�[V�W\SS�`V\Y�L`LZ�H^H`�MYVT�HU�
VIZ[HJSL��I\[�PM�`V\�JHU�ZLL�`V\Y�^H`�[OYV\NO�
[YV\ISL��JOHUJLZ�HYL�`V\�JHU�YPKL�[OLYL�

5 
0[�ZOV\SK�NV�^P[OV\[�ZH`PUN��I\[�don’t get 
on your bike if you’ve been drinking. 

@V\Y�VKKZ�VM�ILPUN�PU]VS]LK�PU�H�JYHZO·HUK�
NVPUN�[V�QHPS��ILPUN�ÄULK��SVZPUN�`V\Y�SPJLUZL�
and having your motorcycle impounded—

NV�\W�LUVYTV\ZS �̀�1\Z[�KVU»[�KV�P[�

6 
If you’re on a bike that’s new to 
you, or you’re riding under unfamiliar 

JVUKP[PVUZ��TV\U[HPU�YVHKZ��YHPU��L[J����
`V\»YL�Z[H[PZ[PJHSS`�TVYL�SPRLS`�[V�JYHZO��
:SV^�KV^U��MVJ\Z�HUK�[HRL�L_[YH�JHYL�

7 
Need to tune up your skills after a winter 

SH`VɈ�VY�[V�NL[�TVYL�JVTMVY[HISL�VU�H�
UL^�IPRL&�-PUK�H�KLZLY[LK�WHYRPUN�SV[�HUK�do 
ZVTL�[PNO[�ÄN\YL�LPNO[Z�HUK�IYHRL�[LZ[Z�
ILMVYL�`V\�MHJL�[OL�YLHS�^VYSK��2LLW�H[�P[�\U[PS�
`V\�MLLS�[Y\S`�PU�JVU[YVS�VM�[OL�THJOPUL�

8 
)L�H^HYL�[OH[�UHPSPUN�[OL�IYHRLZ�
PZU»[�[OL�VUS`�^H`�[V�H]VPK�H�JYHZO��

Sometimes, swerving or even speeding 
up ^PSS�NL[�`V\�V\[�VM�[YV\ISL�TVYL�LHZPS �̀

9 
9LTLTILY�[OH[�PU�[OL�MHTV\Z�/\Y[�:[\K`�
in 1981, the most common accident 

situations involved oncoming cars turning left 

in front of motorcyclists, or cars pulling out 

MYVT�WHYRPUN�SV[Z�VY�ZPKL�Z[YLL[Z�VU�[OL�YPNO[��
Things have changed a lot in the years since, 

I\[�[OVZL�[^V�JPYJ\TZ[HUJLZ�YLTHPU�WHY[PJ\SHYS`�
OHaHYKV\Z��9PKL�SPRL�KYP]LYZ�KVU»[�ZLL�`V\�PU�
[OVZL�JPYJ\TZ[HUJLZ��ILJH\ZL�[OL`�TH`�UV[�

10 
With those kinds of hazards in mind, 

WSH`�H�¸^OH[�PM¹�NHTL�HZ�`V\�YPKL��
What if the car you’re following slams on 

P[Z�IYHRLZ&�>OH[�PM�[OL�JHY�VU�[OL�JYVZZ�
Z[YLL[�KVLZU»[�Z[VW�MVY�[OL�Z[VW�ZPNU&�>OH[�
if the truck on your right suddenly swerves 

PU[V�`V\Y�SHUL&�*V\SK�`V\�H]VPK�P[&

11 >OH[»Z�[OL�ILZ[�SHUL�WVZP[PVU�MVY�
YPKPUN&�;OL�SLM[�[PYL�[YHJR&�;OL�YPNO[�

[PYL�[YHJR&�;OL�JLU[LY&�@V\�JHU�NL[�HSS�RPUKZ�
VM�HUZ^LYZ��I\[�`V\Y�YLHS�WYPVYP[`�ZOV\SKU»[�
IL�SHUL�WVZP[PVUPUN�H[�HSS��0[�ZOV\SK�IL�
¸[YHɉJ�WVZP[PVUPUN�¹�;Y`�[V�create a bubble 
of space around yourself. If there’s a car 

exiting a parking lot on your right, move 

[V�[OL�SLM[��0M�[OLYL»Z�HU�VUJVTPUN�JHY�[OH[�
JV\SK�[\YU�SLM[��TV]L�YPNO[��0M�[OLYL»Z�[YHɉJ�
around you, position yourself so you have 

[OL�TH_PT\T�J\ZOPVU�VU�HSS�ZPKLZ�
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12 
On crowded freeways, the most 
dangerous place to be is often the 

right lane, where cars are constantly merging 

PU�HUK�V\[��0M�`V\�KVU»[�ULLK�[V�L_P[�HU`[PTL�
ZVVU��[YHɉJ�WVZP[PVUPUN�[LSSZ�`V\�[OH[�`V\»YL�
WYVIHIS`�IL[[LY�VɈ�PU�[OL�SLM[�SHUL��H^H`�MYVT�
HSS�[OL�TLYNPUN�HJ[PVU��)\[�KVU»[�NL[�V]LY�[OLYL�
\USLZZ�`V\»YL�JVTMVY[HISL�^P[O�[OL�ZWLLK�VM�
[YHɉJ�PU�[OL�SLM[�SHUL·`V\�KVU»[�^HU[�[V�[YHKL�
the hazards of merging cars for the hazards 

VM�MHZ[LY�JHYZ�JSVZPUN�PU�VU�`V\Y�[HPSWPWL�

13 
4VZ[�[YHɉJ�[LUKZ�[V�TV]L�PU�
clumps,�ZLWHYH[LK�I`�VWLU�ZWHJLZ��

Instead of rolling along in the middle of 

a clump, speed up or slow down to get 

`V\YZLSM�PU[V�VUL�VM�[OL�VWLU�ZWHJLZ�

14 
@V\�JHU�\ZL�[YHɉJ�WVZP[PVUPUN�PU�V[OLY�
^H`Z�HZ�^LSS��6U�JYV^KLK�YVHKZ��KVU»[�

Q\Z[�Z[HYL�H[�[OL�IHJR�VM�[OL�JHY�PU�MYVU[�VM�
`V\��7\[�`V\YZLSM�PU�H�WVZP[PVU�^OLYL�`V\�JHU�
look through its windshield at cars farther 

HOLHK��6Y�TV]L�[V�H�ZWV[�[OH[�SL[Z�`V\�ZLL�
HYV\UK�H�[Y\JR�VY�JHY�[OH[�ISVJRZ�`V\Y�]PZPVU�

15 
*OHUNPUN�SHULZ&�(S^H`Z�use your 
head. Swivel your neck to check your 

ISPUK�ZWV[�ZV�`V\�KVU»[�JOHUNL�SHULZ�PU[V�
ZVTLVUL�LSZL��(�OLHK�JOLJR�JHU�ZH]L�`V\Y�SPML�

16 
In general, it’s easier to change 
lanes into a spot that’s in front 

of you,�YH[OLY�[OHU�ILOPUK�`V\��:LL�`V\Y�
ZWV[��ÅPW�VU�`V\Y�[\YU�ZPNUHS��KV�`V\Y�
OLHK�JOLJR�HUK�HJJLSLYH[L�PU[V�P[�
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17 
9LTLTILY�[OH[�HSS�V[OLY�]LOPJSLZ�OH]L�
ISPUK�ZWV[Z��[VV��;OPZ�PZ�H�WHY[PJ\SHY�

WYVISLT�HYV\UK�ZLTP�[YHPSLYZ��-VY�L_HTWSL��
[V�WYV]L�H�WVPU[��KLTVUZ[YH[VYZ�OH]L�ILLU�
known to place as many as four cars and 

���TV[VYJ`JSLZ�ILOPUK�HUK�[V�LHJO�ZPKL�VM�
H�WHYRLK�ZLTP�^P[OV\[�HU`�VM�[OLT�ILPUN�
]PZPISL�MYVT�[OL�KYP]LY»Z�ZLH[��9\SL�VM�[O\TI!�
If you can’t see the driver’s rearview 
mirrors, the driver can’t see you.

18 
Want to improve the odds that other 

KYP]LYZ�^PSS�ZLL�`V\&�Don’t wear black. 
)YPNO[�JVSVYLK�YPKPUN�JSV[OLZ�JHU�THRL�`V\�
TVYL�]PZPISL�HU`[PTL��^OPSL�H�`LSSV^�VY�VYHUNL�
YHPUZ\P[��^P[O�YLÅLJ[P]L�Z[YPWLZ��^PSS�OLSW�`V\�
Z[HUK�V\[�^OLU�]PZPIPSP[`�PZ�H[�P[Z�WVVYLZ[�

19 
You can also use your headlight to 

THRL�`V\YZLSM�TVYL�]PZPISL��0U�THU`�
states, it’s legal to run your high beam 
during daylight hours to help drivers 

UV[PJL�`V\�TVYL��1\Z[�IL�Z\YL�[V�Z^P[JO�
IHJR�[V�[OL�SV^�ILHT�HZ�ZVVU�HZ�`V\�ZLL�
JHY�KYP]LYZ�[\YUPUN�VU�[OLPY�OLHKSPNO[Z��@V\�
can also purchase a headlight modulator 

[OH[�H[[YHJ[Z�H[[LU[PVU�[V�`V\Y�IPRL�

20 
)L�H^HYL�VM�ZLHZVUHS�OHaHYKZ��0U�
^PU[LY��PJL�HUK�ZUV^�HYL�[OL�VI]PV\Z�

WYVISLTZ��I\[�salt can also reduce your 
traction�SVUN�HM[LY�[OL�ZUV^�PZ�NVUL��0U�ZWYPUN��
road conditions are at their worst—watch 

MVY�JHYZ�Z^LY]PUN�[V�H]VPK�WV[OVSLZ��0U�Z\TTLY�
heat, highway crack sealer can turn very 
slippery. And in fall, wet leaves are among 
the slickest surfaces known to man.

21 
*VUZ[Y\J[PVU�aVULZ�HYL�HUV[OLY�
OHaHYK�HZZVJPH[LK�^P[O�Z\TTLY��0M�

`V\�ÄUK�`V\YZLSM�VU�H�T\S[P�SHUL�YVHK�[OH[»Z�
ILPUN�WH]LK��HUK�VUL�SHUL�PZ�HU�PUJO�VY�
so higher than the other, try to ride in the 
higher lane. It’s always easier to move from 

OPNO�[V�SV^�[OHU�[OL�V[OLY�^H`�HYV\UK�

22 
)L�LX\HSS`�H^HYL�VM�OHaHYKZ�HZZVJPH[LK�
^P[O�KPɈLYLU[�[PTLZ�VM�KH �̀�0U�[OL�

early morning, watch for dew and frost on 
roads. Through the daylight hours, you have 

to contend with sun glare and the highest 
[YHɉJ�SVHKZ�VM�[OL�KH �̀ Sunset is the time 

when animals are more active, while evening 

HUK�V]LYUPNO[�OV\YZ�IYPUN�[OL�greatest risk of 
drunk drivers.�@V\�JHU�WYVIHIS`�HKK�OHaHYKZ�
VM�`V\Y�V^U��-VY�PUZ[HUJL��P[�ZLLTZ�[OL�JSVZLY�
`V\�NL[�[V�X\P[[PUN�[PTL�VU�-YPKH �̀�[OL�TVYL�
ZLSM�HIZVYILK�[OL�KYP]LYZ�VM�V[OLY�]LOPJSLZ�NL[�
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23 
Sunset and sunrise can create severe 

]PZPIPSP[`�WYVISLTZ��0M�`V\�JHU�ZLL�
your own shadow ahead of you, the drivers 
of oncoming cars will be staring right into 
the sun. (ZZ\TL�[OH[�[OL`�JHU»[�ZLL�`V\�

24 
6M�JV\YZL��YHPU�PZ�H�OHaHYK�HU`[PTL��
)L�H^HYL�[OH[�roads will be 

slickest shortly after it starts raining as 

[OL�^H[LY�JVTIPULZ�^P[O�VPS�VU�[OL�YVHK�
Z\YMHJL��,ZWLJPHSS`�ZSPJR�HYL�SHUL�THYRLYZ�
HUK�V[OLY�SPULZ�WHPU[LK�VU�[OL�YVHK�

25 
Riding with a group of motorcyclists 

JHU�IL�M\U��I\[�YLTLTILY�
to ride your own ride. If you’re not 

JVTMVY[HISL�^P[O�[OL�WHJL�VM�HUV[OLY�
YPKLY��ZSV^�KV^U��+VU»[�YLS`�VU�HU`VUL�
LSZL�[V�THRL�ZHML[`�KLJPZPVUZ�MVY�`V\�

26 
Alone or in a group, if you’re doing 

something on your motorcycle 

that makes you feel like you’re in over 
your head,�`V\�WYVIHIS`�HYL��;OPZ�PZ�
H�ZPNU�[OH[�P[»Z�[PTL�[V�ZSV^�KV^U�

27 
What’s the most dangerous animal in 

(TLYPJH&�)LHYZ&�>VS]LZ&�:OHYRZ&�5V[�
L]LU�JSVZL��More people are killed in collisions 
with deer�[OHU�PU�HSS�[`WLZ�VM�HUPTHS�H[[HJRZ��
9LTLTILY�[OH[�PM�`V\�ZLL�VUL�KLLY�JYVZZ�[OL�
road, chances are good there are more where 

[OH[�VUL�JHTL�MYVT��:SV^�KV^U�HUK�SVVR�MVY�[OL�
ZLJVUK��[OPYK�HUK�MV\Y[O�TLTILYZ�VM�[OL�NYV\W�

28 
The most dangerous places on 

Z\YMHJL�Z[YLL[Z�HYL�PU[LYZLJ[PVUZ��
As you approach an intersection, scan in all 

KPYLJ[PVUZ�ZV�`V\�RUV^�^OH[»Z�SPRLS`�[V�OHWWLU��
)\[�ILMVYL�`V\�ZSV^�KV^U��HSZV�check your 
mirrors�[V�ZLL�^OH[»Z�JVTPUN�\W�ILOPUK�`V\�
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29 
Be especially 
careful when you 

come up behind a car 
that’s turning left at an 

PU[LYZLJ[PVU��6UJVTPUN�
cars may not see you, 

and they’re more likely to 

[\YU�SLM[�PU�MYVU[�VM�`V\�

30 
When you stop at 

an intersection, 

leave enough room 
between you and the car 
in front so that you can 

pull to the left or right in 

HU�LTLYNLUJ �̀�Keep your 
bike in gear, so you’re 

ready to take evasive action 

PM�H�JHY�ILOPUK�`V\�PZU»[�
NVPUN�[V�Z[VW�PU�[PTL�

31 
7\SSPUN�PU[V�H�
WHYRPUN�WSHJL&�

Check the surface 
carefully. 7HYRPUN�SV[Z�JHU�
IL�YLWVZP[VYPLZ�MVY�HSS�ZVY[Z�
VM�ZSPWWLY`�Z\IZ[HUJLZ�
SPRL�VPS��JVVSHU[�HUK�^H[LY��
Even if you don’t fall down 

while parking, these could 

coat your tires and give 

`V\�H�UHZ[`�Z\YWYPZL�SH[LY�

32 
7HYRPUN�NHYHNLZ�
HUK�[VSSIVV[OZ�HSZV�

have another hazard—those 

H\[VTH[PJ�[YHɉJ�JVU[YVS�
HYTZ��;OL`�JHU�IL�UV[VYPV\Z�
for not going up quickly 
enough or dropping too 
soon. One solution is to 

look for a lane with a human 

ILPUN�^OV�^PSS�[HRL�`V\Y�
TVUL`�HUK�HJ[\H[L�[OL�NH[L�

33 
Finally, if you’re feeling tired during a long day on the road and can’t decide whether you 

ZOV\SK�Z[VW�HUK�[HRL�H�IYLHR��[OH[»Z�H�Z\YL�ZPNU�[OH[�`V\�ZOV\SK stop and take a break.
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3 Easy Ways to Join
��� 1VPU�VUSPUL�H[�^^ �̂(4(1605�JVT�

��� *VTWSL[L�HUK�YL[\YU�[OL�LUJSVZLK�MVYT�^P[O�`V\Y�K\LZ

��� *HSS�\Z�H[�������(4(�1605�������������!���H�T��[V���W�T��4VUKH`�;O\YZKH`"�VY�
�!���H�T��[V���W�T��VU�-YPKH`Z��,THPS�\Z�HU`[PTL�H[�TLTILYZOPW'HTH�J`JSL�VYN�

Choose Your Membership*
� $49 AMA Champion�¶�-VY�9PKLYZ��^P[O�9VHKZPKL�(ZZPZ[HUJL���
� $49 AMA Competition Plus�¶�-VY�9HJLYZ��^P[O�9VHKZPKL�(ZZPZ[HUJL���
� $59 AMA Defender�¶�.P]L�(U�,_[YH�����;V^HYK�;OL�(4(»Z�.V]LYUTLU[�9LSH[PVUZ�,ɈVY[Z
� $59 AMA Hall Of Fame�¶�.P]L�(U�,_[YH�����;V^HYK�;OL�(4(�4V[VYJ`JSL�/HSS�6M�-HTL
� �����(4(���@LHY�4LTILYZOPW – AMA Roadside Assistance Without Automatic Renewal 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________ State _________  Zip ___________________________

Email (required) ______________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT     �*YLKP[�*HYK������*OLJR�4VUL`�6YKLY��WH`HISL�[V�(4(�������*HZO
Credit Card     �Visa     �4HZ[LY�*HYK������Amex     �+PZJV]LY

Print Name _______________________________  Signature _______________________________

Send payment and form to:
American Motorcyclist Association

������@HYTV\[O�+YP]L
7PJRLYPUN[VU��6/������

��4VYL�(4(�TLTILYZOPW�VW[PVUZ�H[�^^ �̂HTLYPJHUTV[VYJ`JSPZ[�JVT
���(\[VTH[PJ�YLUL^HS��JYLKP[�JHYK�HUK�LTHPS�HKKYLZZ�YLX\PYLK�

Credit Card Number Expires (MM/YY)
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When you join the AMA you have access to thousands of AMA 

ZHUJ[PVULK�[V\YZ��HK]LU[\YL�YPKLZ��YHJLZ�HUK�SVJHS�(4(�JOHY[LYLK�JS\IZ�HSS�
V]LY�[OL�JV\U[Y`�¶�WS\Z�KPZJV\U[Z�VU�JVVS�TV[VYJ`JSPUN�WYVK\J[Z�HUK�ZLY]PJLZ��
4VZ[�VM�HSS��`V\�^PSS�IL�WHY[�VM�[OL�JV\U[Y`»Z�SHYNLZ[�VYNHUPaH[PVU�WYV[LJ[PUN�[OL�YPNO[Z�VM�HSS�
TV[VYJ`JSPZ[Z�
(Z�HU�(4(�TLTILY�`V\�YLJLP]L!

�� @V\Y�9PNO[Z�7YV[LJ[LK���;HRL�HU�HJ[P]L�YVSL�[V�ÄNO[�KPZ[YHJ[LK�KYP]PUN��TV[VYJ`JSL�VUS`�
JOLJRWVPU[Z��PUZ\YHUJL�KPZJYPTPUH[PVU�HUK�THU`�TVYL�PZZ\LZ�YLZ[YPJ[PUN�V\Y�MYLLKVT�[V�YPKL�

�� 5V�*VZ[�(4(�9VHKZPKL�(ZZPZ[HUJL���*V]LYHNL�MVY�`V\�HUK�MHTPS`�TLTILYZ�MVY�HSS�`V\Y�
]LOPJSLZ�PUJS\KPUN�TV[VYJ`JSLZ��JHYZ��9=Z�HUK�[YHPSLYZ��

�� 4V[VYJ`JSL�*S\IZ��9PKLZ�¶�*OVVZL�MYVT�TVYL�[OHU�������YPKLZ�HUK�YHSSPLZ�VY��WHY[PJPWH[L�PU�
������(4(�JOHY[LYLK�JS\IZ��P[»Z�LHZ`�[V�JVUULJ[�^P[O�YPKLYZ�PU�`V\Y�HYLH�

�� .YLH[�+PZJV\U[Z���,UQV`�PUJYLKPISL�ZH]PUNZ�VU�TV[VYJ`JSL�WHY[Z��HJJLZZVYPLZ�HUK�NLHY��SLH[OLY�
NVVKZ��SVKNPUN��YLU[HSZ�HUK�H�^OVSL�SV[�TVYL��

�� American Motorcyclist magazine���:[H`�J\YYLU[�VU�TV[VYJ`JSPUN�[OYLH[Z��PUK\Z[Y`�UL^Z��
\WJVTPUN�L]LU[Z��NLHY�YL]PL^Z��YPKLY�LKP[VYPHSZ��ZHML[`�[PWZ�HUK�TVYL�

>OLU�`V\�QVPU��`V\»SS�HSZV�IL�LU[LYLK�[V�^PU�V\Y������:^LLWZ[HRLZ����>P[O�[^V�TV[VYJ`JSLZ�[V�NP]L�
H^H`�·�H������:\a\RP�)V\SL]HYK�4�� 9�HUK�H������@HTHOH�:\WLY�;tUtYt�·�`V\»SS�OH]L�[^V�
JOHUJLZ�[V�^PU���

��9LZ[YPJ[PVUZ�HWWS �̀
���=PZP[�^^ �̂HTLYPJHUTV[VYJ`JSPZ[�JVT�TLTILYZOPW�YLUL^Z^LLWZFY\SLZ�MVY�JVTWSL[L�Z^LLWZ[HRLZ�Y\SLZ�


