STREET
SURVIVAL 101
33 tips that
will help you
ride smarter

SAFETY ON THE OPEN ROAD

Want to stay alive on
the road? Who doesn’t?
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Every time you ride, give your
motorcycle a quick visual inspection
for things like loose parts, leaking

Based on decades of riding
experience form longtime road
riders and motorcycle safety
instructors on the AMA staff,
this list of 33 tips will help you
ride smarter this season.

Regularly, give it a more complete
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Some of what you find here
is right out of a rider-training
manual. Some of it is based
on real-world experience from
lifelong bikers. Either way,
we think you’ll find plenty of
practical tips you can use when
the new riding season begins.
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Clear your mind before you even
start your bike. We all get preoccupied

From the moment you get on the road,
train yourself to use the Motorcycle
Safety Foundation’s SIPDE method for
Scan the road in
Identify
Predict
Decide how to
Execute
all the time, and you’ll drastically reduce the
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Look where

you want to go

With those kinds of hazards in mind,

What if the car you’re following slams on

pothole—instead, look at the clear pavement
if the truck on your right suddenly swerves
in front of you—instead, focus on the opening
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don’t get
on your bike if you’ve been drinking.

create a bubble
of space around yourself. If there’s a car
exiting a parking lot on your right, move

and having your motorcycle impounded—
around you, position yourself so you have
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If you’re on a bike that’s new to
you, or you’re riding under unfamiliar
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Need to tune up your skills after a winter
do
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Sometimes, swerving or even speeding
up
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in 1981, the most common accident
situations involved oncoming cars turning left
in front of motorcyclists, or cars pulling out
Things have changed a lot in the years since,
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On crowded freeways, the most
dangerous place to be is often the
right lane, where cars are constantly merging

look through its windshield at cars farther
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the hazards of merging cars for the hazards
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clumps,
Instead of rolling along in the middle of
a clump, speed up or slow down to get

use your
head. Swivel your neck to check your

In general, it’s easier to change
lanes into a spot that’s in front
of you,
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known to place as many as four cars and

If you can’t see the driver’s rearview
mirrors, the driver can’t see you.
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Want to improve the odds that other
Don’t wear black.
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You can also use your headlight to

states, it’s legal to run your high beam
during daylight hours to help drivers

can also purchase a headlight modulator

20

salt can also reduce your

traction
road conditions are at their worst—watch
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heat, highway crack sealer can turn very
slippery. And in fall, wet leaves are among
the slickest surfaces known to man.

early morning, watch for dew and frost on
roads. Through the daylight hours, you have
to contend with sun glare and the highest
Sunset is the time
when animals are more active, while evening
greatest risk of
drunk drivers.
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so higher than the other, try to ride in the
higher lane. It’s always easier to move from
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Sunset and sunrise can create severe

Alone or in a group, if you’re doing
something on your motorcycle
that makes you feel like you’re in over
your head,

your own shadow ahead of you, the drivers
of oncoming cars will be staring right into
the sun.
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roads will be
slickest shortly after it starts raining as

What’s the most dangerous animal in
More people are killed in collisions

with deer
road, chances are good there are more where
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Riding with a group of motorcyclists
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to ride your own ride. If you’re not

The most dangerous places on

As you approach an intersection, scan in all
check your
mirrors
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Be especially
careful when you
come up behind a car
that’s turning left at an
cars may not see you,
and they’re more likely to
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When you stop at
an intersection,
leave enough room
between you and the car
in front so that you can
pull to the left or right in
Keep your
bike in gear, so you’re
ready to take evasive action
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Check the surface
carefully.

Even if you don’t fall down
while parking, these could
coat your tires and give
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have another hazard—those

for not going up quickly
enough or dropping too
soon. One solution is to
look for a lane with a human

33

Finally, if you’re feeling tired during a long day on the road and can’t decide whether you
stop and take a break.
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When you join the AMA you have access to thousands of AMA

American Motorcyclist magazine
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