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Biloxi, Mississippi

Dr. Larry Drawdy

Superintendent

Letter from the Superintendent
Welcome to Biloxi and the Mississippi Gulf Coast as you begin to carry out your assignment to Keesler Air Force Base.  The Biloxi schools have enjoyed a long and mutually beneficial relationship with Keesler and Keesler-connected families, and we will be happy to welcome you as a member of our school community.  A large percentage of the students in our schools are from federally-connected families, the great majority of those students from Keesler families who have contributed immeasurably to the growth and sustained excellence of our school system.

I know that people moving into a new area are concerned about the quality of life they and their families will experience in their new communities.  Schools are always a major consideration in this redirection of their lives―as they should be.  I believe that you will be interested in this brief overview of the Biloxi schools.

In kindergarten through twelfth grade, the Biloxi schools offer a comprehensive curriculum, with a wide range of special programs and services and an expanded emphasis on technology-centered courses.  The high school curriculum is among the most comprehensive in the state.  Students are able to follow college preparatory, regular, or vocational-technical programs.  A vocational-technical complex is located on the high school campus.  Biloxi High School is fully accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.  Each year Biloxi High graduates receive an impressive number of scholarships to colleges and universities across the United States, amounting to millions of dollars in scholastic assistance.  All schools are air conditioned and well maintained.

We are very proud of the long history of excellent community relations Biloxi and the Biloxi schools have enjoyed with Keesler and its military and civilian personnel.  We make every effort to see that Keesler-connected families are welcomed to our city and our schools.  An officer from Keesler serves as the liaison between the base and our schools and is an ex-officio member of the Biloxi School Board.

The staff of the Biloxi Public Schools will be pleased to assist you in every way to help your children as they begin their experiences in the Biloxi schools.  I hope you will visit our schools to learn more about them―and that you will review the enclosed materials which give additional information about the district.  I hope, too, that your assignment to Keesler Air Force Base will result in a productive and satisfying tour of duty―and that your children will find their experiences in the Biloxi schools to be pleasant, challenging, and rewarding.







Dr. Larry Drawdy, Superintendent

DIRECTORY OF SCHOOLS


School
Address
Phone

Elementary Grade Levels K‑6

Beauvoir
2003 Lawrence Avenue
436-5131


DuKate
580 Howard Avenue
432-7226


Gorenflo
260 Howard Avenue
436-3702


Jeff Davis
340 St. Mary Blvd.
436-5110


Lopez
140 St. John Avenue
432-7783


North Bay
1825 Popp’s Ferry Road
435-6166


Popp's Ferry
364 Nelson Road
436-5135

Junior High Levels 7-9

Biloxi Junior High 
1424 Father Ryan Avenue
435-1421


Michel 7th Grade
1400 Father Ryan Avenue
435-4540

High School Grade Levels 10‑12

Biloxi High
1845 Richard Drive
435-6105



Pupil Accounting

435-6176



Athletic Department
435-6310



Vo-Tech Department
435-6318

Alternative Education Grade Levels K-12


Center for New
2829 Pass Road
436-5120


     Opportunities

Administration Office
160 St. Peters Avenue

Biloxi, MS  39530

Phone:  374-1810

Fax:  435-6289

Annex Building
1445 Father Ryan Avenue

Biloxi, MS  39530

Phone:  436-5126

Fax:  435-6327

Biloxi Schools Website:

http://www.biloxischools.net
Keesler School Liaison Website:

https://wwwmil.keesler.af.mil/SLO/slo-home.htm
SCHOOL ASSIGNMENTS
As soon as you know your Biloxi home address, call (228) 374-1810, extension 126, for information about the elementary school to which your child will be assigned.

There is one high school in the district -- Biloxi High School, Grades 10-12.

There is one junior high school in the district -- Biloxi Junior High, Grades 8-9.

There is one 7th grade school in the district -- Michel 7th Grade School.

All New Students:

· Certificate of Immunization on Mississippi Compliance Form (obtained at the Health Department or KAFB Hospital - by state law, no shot records are acceptable)

· Certified Copy of Birth Certificate

· Report Cards and/or Other Records of Grade Placement

· Student Social Security Number

· Verification of Residency (must provide two forms of proper documentation or a copy of your housing order if living in military housing)

Students who are entering the Biloxi Public Schools from a home-schooled educational setting should call 374-1810, extension 126, for instructions prior to registration.

Further information may be obtained by visiting our website at  www.biloxischools.net 

School Assignments For Keesler Housing

	Keesler Housing Area
	Elementary School

	Thrower Park
	Beauvoir

	West Falcon (North)
	Beauvoir

	West Falcon (South)
	Beauvoir

	East Falcon
	Jeff Davis

	Bay Ridge
	Jeff Davis

	Oak Park
	Lopez

	Harrison Court
	Gorenflo

	Pinehaven
	Jeff Davis

	Temporary Living Facility
	Lopez


ADMISSIONS
1. In accordance with the laws of the State of Mississippi, in order to be admitted to kindergarten, students must be 5 years of age on or before September 1 of the current school year.  First grade students  must  be  6  years  of  age  on  or  before  September  1  of the  current  school  year. Certificates of Immunization and Vaccination are required upon entering school. (See Section on Immunizations and Vaccinations.)  This affects all students in grades K‑12.

2. A certified birth certificate or documentation as permitted by law must be presented upon admission. The birth certificate must be from the Bureau of Vital Statistics or from the State Department for students born overseas.  Hospital records, baptismal records, etc., will not be acceptable.  The principal or his/her designee must verify the birth certificate.  Telephone calls are not acceptable.

The principal shall require that a U.S. postal money order to the Bureau of Vital Statistics in the required amount be deposited for students who are unable to present a certified birth certificate upon admission, and the student will be enrolled on a temporary basis until the certified birth certificate is received by the school. Temporary enrollment will preclude official recording or release of grades.

3. Student must  present an up‑to‑date immunization record. (See statement about Immunizations and Vaccinations following.)

4. If a student is transferring into a Biloxi school from a school accredited by a state or regional accrediting agency, an official transcript mailed directly from the office of the school previously attended will be required.  A report card or transfer papers from the previous school attended will be used for temporary class placement

5. Students transferring into a Biloxi school from a non‑accredited school or home schooling must be given appropriate placement tests (grades K-8) and term tests (grades 9-12) as determined by school officials.

6. The student’s Social Security number is required.

7. Upon completion of the registration process, the student may begin attendance the following day.

8. Students moving into Biloxi who have already completed the current school year at another school will not be permitted to enroll for the remainder of Biloxi's current school year.

9. Students will not be permitted to enroll in the Biloxi Public Schools during the last twenty (20) days of school.

HOME SCHOOLING
Students who have been home schooled and who seek placement in a Biloxi school will take the necessary term tests or placement tests in all appropriate subject areas to determine assignment to classes.  For information, call Dr. Paul A. Tisdale at 374-1810.

TESTING OF STUDENTS ENTERING BILOXI PUBLIC SCHOOLS

FROM NON-ACCREDITED PLACEMENT/HOME SCHOOLING
Students in grades 1-8 will be evaluated for placement with the Mini-Battery of Achievement (Woodstock-McGraw―Werder).

Testing of students in grades 9-12 will utilize NovaNet's online testing option for subjects that are available.  The content of such testing is in line with national standards and removes any test bias that may occur with teacher-constructed tests in Biloxi Public Schools.

Courses for which there is no online test fall into one of two categories:  (a) the class is offered at Biloxi High School but there is no online test available through NovaNet; and (b) the class is not offered at Biloxi High School and there is no online test available through NovaNet.

Students desiring to test for credit on classes offered at Biloxi High School, for which no test is available through NovaNet, will take the four-nine-week term tests that Biloxi High School (grades 10-12) or Biloxi Junior High (grade 9) students take in that course.

If there is no online test available through NovaNet and the class/course is not offered at Biloxi High School, the student will not earn credit for that class/course which the student took at another non/accredited school.

Parents of students entering Biloxi Public Schools from an unaccredited placement, i.e., placement not accredited by a state accrediting agency or by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS), should contact Ms. Beryl Dupont, (228) 374-1810, who is responsible for testing such students.

After all testing is completed, the student will see the principal/counselor to construct his/her schedule.  No student will be scheduled or attend class until all testing for credit has been completed.

Because the number of tests the student must take is based on the number of credits the student is attempting to earn, the testing process may take several days to complete.

Questions on this topic may be directed to Dr. Paul A. Tisdale, Biloxi Public Schools, (228) 374-1810.

TRANSFER GRADES

Students transferring to Biloxi High School with only letter grades will be assigned the following numerical grades:











A - 95











B - 85











C - 75











D - 70











F - Below 70 (not to be assigned below 65)

Letter grades may be converted to number grades as recorded by the transfer student's previous school if an official notice regarding the grades is received by Biloxi High School within six weeks after enrollment.

Special Education Services
The Biloxi Public School District offers an educational program to meet the needs of children with disabilities through the Exceptional Student Services Department.

Educational evaluations are provided for a student at no expense to the parent(s), to determine the student's eligibility for placement in special education in the district.  Referrals must be made through certified school personnel.

As a part of Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) for disabled children, the following services are provided:

(1)  Comprehensive individual evaluations to determine eligibility for services.

(2)  Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) for those students qualifying for the special education services.

(3)  Related services as determined by the IEP, such as speech therapy, transportation, etc.

(4)  Temporary special education placement for transfer students who were eligible for special education in their previous schools (until Mississippi eligibility is determined).

The State of Mississippi recognizes the following conditions as disabilities:

Developmentally Delayed - DD

Emotionally Disabled - EMD

Mental Retardation


Educable Mental Retardation - EMR


Trainable Mental Retardation - TMR, and


Severe/Profound Mental Retardation - SPR

Specific Learning Disabled - SLD

Hearing Impaired - HI

Visually Impaired - VI

Deaf-Blind - DB

Other Health Impaired

Orthopedically Impaired

Language/Speech Impaired - L/S

Autistic - Au

Traumatic Brain Injured - TBI

Multi-Disabled - MD

5)
Training, assistance and consultations are offered to teachers, other staff members, parents, and representatives of other agencies on various topics as needed.

Parents/guardians of students moving into the district should contact the Special Education office for school assignment.

CREATE (Creative, Reasoning, Enrichment and Thinking Experiences) is the acronym that describes the philosophy of the gifted program.

The approach to CREATE is to provide experiences for the intellectually gifted student that are centered in the development of thought processes. The program includes exercises in logic, inductive and deductive reasoning, distinguishing fact from opinion, the encouragement of creativity through the expression of individual ideas in original forms (music, dramatization, creative writing, art, and the like), and field trips to provide special emphasis to the program and expose students to new areas of interest.

Gifted students attend CREATE one day per week.

The "CREATE day" is spent with teachers who encourage and develop thinking skills.  Each year the program focuses on a major theme.  Students are encouraged to use their creative abilities through both written and oral communication, all forms of art, and scientific exploration.

Intellectually gifted students are identified through a screening process which may include

1)
A norm-referenced group intelligence test;

2)
A published checklist of gifted students;

3)
A norm-referenced creativity test;

4)
A norm-referenced group or individual achievement test.

In addition, a minimum IQ score of 120 as determined by the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children III or an individually administered intelligence test is required for admission to the program.  Because the program is for intellectually gifted students only, it is possible that a "straight-A" student will not meet all of these criteria.

Education for Children with Disabilities

Temporary Placement for an Out-of-State Disabled Child

If your child is in a special education program in another state, you should bring a copy of the most recent evaluation and the Individualized Education Plan to the Biloxi School District Special Education Office located in Biloxi Junior High School.  Telephone (228) 435-4600 for directions to the office.  Please call the office as soon as you know you will be moving to Biloxi.  This will assist the school district in planning an appropriate program for your child.


Prior to leaving your current location you may prefer to have the school district you are leaving mail the above documents to the Director of Exceptional Student Services, Biloxi Public Schools, P.O. Box 168, Biloxi, MS  39533.


Based on school records from the previous school of attendance and on the LSC's determination, your child may be temporarily placed in a special education program for sixty (60) days.  During this time the Biloxi Public School District will conduct a comprehensive assessment to determine your child’s eligibility under Mississippi guidelines.

TELEPHONE INFORMATION ON DEMAND

The Information On Demand system provides information in two areas:

1.
Classroom Information on assignments, test dates, class projects, and specific information.

2.
Individual information on a student's attendance, discipline, and term grades.

TO ACCESS HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS, CHAPTER TEST DATES, CLASS PROJECTS, AND CLASSROOM INFORMATION—FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS:

· Dial IOD number any time, except 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. (Monday - Friday).

· While listening to the recorded greeting/instructions―press the number “2” (second choice).  You will be in the teacher message/voice boxes at that time.

· You will be given instructions to enter the box number of the teacher you want to listen to.  BE SURE TO PRESS THE # KEY AFTER ENTERING THE VOICE BOX NUMBER.

TO ACCESS STUDENT ATTENDANCE, GRADES (TERM AND SEMESTER), AND DISCIPLINE RECORDS -- FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS.

· Dial number any time, except 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. (Monday - Friday).

· While listening to the recorded greeting/instructions―press the number "3" (third choice).

· Enter your child's student number (social security number or assigned number) followed by the # sign.

· Enter your child's PIN number (4 digits) followed by the # sign.

· Follow the verbal prompts as to the area you want to listen to―Attendance, Discipline, Grades.

Telephone IOD Phone Numbers

	Biloxi High
	435-6337

	Biloxi Junior High
	435-6389

	Michel 7th Grade
	435-6391

	Beauvoir
	385-1825

	DuKate
	432-8286

	Gorenflo
	435-6174

	Jeff Davis
	432-2834

	Lopez
	432-2431

	North Bay
	436-5183

	Popp’s Ferry
	385-9640

	Center for New Opportunities
	IOD Not Available


INTERNET INFORMATION ON DEMAND (IIOD)

In addition to providing you with the same information obtained through Telephone Information On Demand, Internet Information On Demand allows you to go online at any time and track your child's grades, attendance, and disciplinary history on a daily basis.

To access Internet IOD, go to https://iiod.ssts.com/Home.asp?state=MS
· Select "Biloxi Public Schools" and click on Submit

· Select your child's school and click on Submit

· Be sure your child's school appears to the left SCHOOL NAME

· You are logging in as:  Select "Student"

· Enter your child's Identification Number

· Enter your child's PIN Number

· Click on "Login"

Your child's Identification Number and PIN Number will be the same numbers used to access Telephone IOD.

If you lose those numbers, you must meet personally with a building administrator at your child's school to obtain them.  Identification Numbers and PIN Numbers will not be released over the telephone, faxed, or mailed to individuals.  These guidelines are followed to protect your child's privacy.

VERIFICATION OF RESIDENCE - REQUIREMENTS

As a result of the Residency Verification Procedure adopted as a policy of the Mississippi Board of Education on April 20, 1990, each parent or legal guardian or other adult with whom a student lives must provide to the school administration the following documents:


1.
A copy of two of the following items of verification of residence. No post office box address will be acceptable. These items must reflect a street address or designated road address.  All documents must be for present residence only; documents for rental or other commercial property will not be acceptable.  Motel/hotel addresses will not be acceptable.



a.
Filed Homestead Exemption Application form



b.
Mortgage documents or property deed



c.
Apartment or home lease



d.
Utility bills



e.
Affidavit of residence and/or personal visit by designated school district official at district





option



f.
Any other documentation that in the determination of the School Board will objectively and





unequivocally establish that the parent or guardian resides within the school district



g.
Housing assignment from Keesler Air Force Base Housing Authority


2.
If you are the legal guardian of the student, you must also provide document titled "Letters of Guardianship" issued by a judge appointing you as guardian.


NOTE:  Any legal guardianship formed for the purpose of establishing residency for school district purposes shall not be recognized by the Board.  (Legal reference:  Mississippi Code Ann. Section 37‑15‑31, 1989 Supplement.)

3.
If you fail to provide the necessary documentation, your children will not be allowed to attend schools in the Biloxi Public School District.  If you cannot meet the requirements for residency, you must meet with the superintendent or his designee to determine whether your children will be eligible for enrollment.  No temporary enrollment will be processed.


4.
If the Biloxi Public School District receives a complaint regarding the residence of a student, the district is required to take action to further verify residence, including but not limited to follow‑up visits to the resident's address by school officials.

IMMUNIZATIONS AND VACCINATIONS

It is unlawful for any child to attend school without first being vaccinated with at least one dose of diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, red measles, rubella, and polio vaccine and completing the entire series within ninety (90) days.  Every student in Kindergarten through Grade 12 must present a certificate of immunization compliance from his/her doctor or from the health department.  This certificate of compliance must be presented in order to attend school, even though all shot records are now up‑to‑date on school records.

In order to secure this certificate of compliance, it will be necessary for the student to go to the Harrison County Health Department, the office of his/her family physician, or Keesler Hospital (for military dependents), taking with him/her all official shot records.  Before a child can register, the CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE must be presented.  The validation of this certificate will become a permanent part of the student's records and will be valid through grade 12. REMEMBER:  No student may register or attend school until this certificate of compliance has been received by the school.  If the doctor signs the certificate indicating that other doses are necessary, the student will be given ninety (90) days to complete the required immunizations; if they are not completed at the end of ninety (90) days, the child by law must be suspended until compliance is achieved (suspension will begin immediately after the 90‑day period).

IMAGINATION STATIONS

Among the innovative programs provided by the Biloxi schools are the Imagination Stations―exciting and rewarding extensions of classroom experiences for Biloxi students.  They help fulfill a vital part of the district's mission statement, which charges Biloxi educators to empower every student to develop individual creative abilities and to acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to make sound choices and achieve goals which foster student success.  The concept also blends classroom skills and technology with real life situations. The experiences gained in Imagination Stations will enable the students in the Biloxi Public Schools to become more productive members of the community.

The Imagination Stations are in five of the district's elementary schools (Beauvoir, Jeff Davis, Lopez, North Bay and Popp's Ferry), and two more will be added when the new elementary schools are opened next year. In each of these large open rooms are at least four permanent stations and numerous rotating stations. The four permanent stations include a bank, a grocery store, a cafe, and a fully-operating kitchen.  The children learn such lessons in the bank as how to count money, save money, balance a checkbook, earn interest and make investments. In the grocery store, children learn about balanced diets, costs of items per ounce, figuring sales tax (percentages), adding, subtracting, and budgeting, and they experience many other hands-on activities.  Sequencing of events, measuring, food safety, chemical reactions and preparation of food items are just a few life skills that are learned in the kitchen.  And in the cafes, children learn how to interact as they would in the community.

In addition, they learn other skills, in such matters as proper table manners, organizing a business, and understanding the basic principles of advertising. The Biloxi Bay Chamber of Commerce sponsors a gazebo in each Imagination Station where information about businesses in the area is shared with the students.  Plans are underway to expand the activities and learning opportunities provided in these unique settings as the Biloxi schools continue to add to the adventure and excitement of learning.

Businesses participating in this exciting educational endeavor include BancorpSouth, BFI, Biloxi Bay Chamber of Commerce, Coast Electric Power Association, Edgewater Cleaners Fun Wash, Emporium Model Trains, Hancock Bank, J.L. Scott Marine Education Center Aquarium Project, Mary Mahoney's Old French House Restaurant, McElroy's Harbor House Restaurant, Mississippi Power Company, Outback Steak House, Peoples Bank, Signs Now, Steak-Out, Whitney Bank and Winn-Dixie Super Market.

For information or suggestions concerning the Imagination Stations, please contact Sue Durbin at 228-348-1532 or 228-436-5126

BILOXI PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL PERFORMANCE CLASSIFICATION

2003 - 2004
SCHOOL

LEVEL

PERFORMANCE

Beauvoir

5

Superior-Performing

Dukate


5

Superior-Performing

Gorenflo

5

Superior-Performing

Jeff Davis

5

Superior-Performing

Lopez


5

Superior-Performing

North Bay

5

Superior-Performing

Popp’s Ferry

4

Exemplary

Michel 7th

5

Superior-Performing

Biloxi Jr. High

5

Superior-Performing

Biloxi High

*Not Assigned

*(Two years of test scores needed before being assigned a level)
	School Performance Classification
	Description/Criteria

	Level 5
	Superior-Performing
	School is in achievement level 5

	Level 4
	Exemplary
	School is in achievement level 4-OR-school exceeded its growth  expectation and is in achievement level 3

	Level 3
	Successful
	School met its growth expectation-OR- school failed to meet its growth expectation and is in achievement level 3

	Level 2
	Under-Performing
	School failed to meet its growth expectation and is in achievement level 2

	Level 1
	Low-Performing
	School failed to meet its growth expectation and is in achievement level 1


Additional Information
Detailed information concerning the achievement and growth models and how they work can be accessed from the Mississippi Department of Education web page at ww.mde.k12.ms.us/account/SAM/SAM.htm.
School Information Office

P.O. Box 168

Biloxi, MS  39533

Phone:  (228) 436-5126

Fax:  (228) 435-6327

Please visit Biloxi Public Schools website:
www.biloxischools.net

BPSD School Information Office      9/2003







